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The Weitzman National Museum of American Jewish History, on

Independence Mall in Philadelphia, presents educational programs

that preserve, explore, and celebrate the history of Jews in America.

We cultivate curiosity and empathy by introducing the stories of

people who came to this country seeking safety, economic

opportunity, religious and political freedom. Stories of ordinary and

well-known people whose impact on American society is profound.

Students of all backgrounds leave the Museum valuing their own

identities, primed to ask questions of family and friends about their

own culture and heritage, and empowered to tell and retell their

multifaceted stories. 

 

Immerse yourself in our interdisciplinary and object-based programs,

thoughtfully designed to align with Common Core, National, and

College and Career Readiness Standards (see pages 5-8). Themes

include immigration, religious liberty, social change, Jewish and

American identity, and more.

Yours sincerely, 

REBECCA KRASNER, M.S. Ed.
Director of Education

rkrasner@theweitzman.org
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I N V I T A T I O N
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S T O R I E S  T H A T
S H A P E D  A  N A T I O N

N E W  O F F E R I N G

What happens when education becomes our most powerful tool
against hate and unconscious bias? Join us in creating a more
informed and empathetic generation. Together, we can shape the
future by sharing the stories that shaped our nation. 

As antisemitism reaches alarming levels, it's more important than ever for
educators to empower their students with knowledge and understanding.
That's why we're excited to introduce Stories That Shaped a Nation: Jewish
Lives in America, a new educational initiative launching in Fall 2024. This

two-part program is designed to counter false narratives and unconscious
bias, offering teachers and students a deeper understanding of Jewish history,
identity, and the importance of preserving our democracy. 

Stories that Shaped a Nation addresses themes of Jewish history, values,

identity, and belonging and guides students to address antisemitism while
examining the ideals of American democracy through an inclusive Jewish
lens. These programs are recommended to use together:

Part One Live at The Weitzman

Roots to Understanding Grades 9-12; In person 
Bring your students to the Weitzman Museum for a screening of the powerful
film Repairing the World: Stories from the Tree of Life. The experience

includes a guided discussion and Museum tour that delves into the deep roots
of antisemitism in America.

Part Two Online Program

Stories that Shaped a Nation Grades 6-12; Virtual
Participate in our online program that educates about Jews and Jewish
peoplehood, the history of antisemitism, and its modern-day manifestations.
Led by a trained educator as two 50-minute presentations live via video
conference.
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BOOK NOW To book your group for Stories that Shaped a Nation, online

and/or on-site complete this intake form.

QUESTIONS? CONTACT US 
DAVID SADIWNYK
Director of Visitor & Group Experiences
dsadiwnyk@theweitzman.org

https://theweitzman.org/education/#stories-that-shaped-a-nation-jewish-lives-in-america
https://theweitzman.org/education/#stories-that-shaped-a-nation-jewish-lives-in-america
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdp5rUniaWknmOLYeAXR0lM4sxwZKtyMXN_hUNtDIOUkc8okw/viewform
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SCHOOL GROUP PROGRAMS
Becoming American: Jewish
Immigration in the Early 20th Century 
Grades 3-7; In person
In this two-part program, students

investigate replicas of objects from our

collection in your classroom, unraveling the

story of Eva Baen, a Jewish immigrant. They

then visit the museum for guided

experiences with a historical interpreter. 

Courageous Choices 
Grades 6-12; In person
See Khalil Munir in his one-person show "1

Pound, 4 Ounces." Following the show,

students tour the museum galleries,

focusing on themes of advocacy, allyship,

and activism. 
The Courageous Choices Program is made possible
with the support of the Lundy Law Foundation. 

Unique Promise, Imperfect Freedom 
Grades 9-12; In person
High school students delve into the

aspirations of our nation, catalyzing

discussions about American history, justice,

and progress. 

Roots to Understanding
Grades 9-12; In person 
Screen the powerful film Repairing the
World: Stories from the Tree of Life in our

theater. After the film, students discuss the

impacts of antisemitism and explore its

history and contemporary examples in a

museum tour focused on resilience,

community, and allyship. 

S C H O O L  P R O G R A M S

Book Your 
Group Today!

BOOK NOW
To book your group complete
this intake form.

CONTACT US

Group Tours
In addition to the programs
listed here, we offer general
overview tours of the museum
and a large array of virtual
programs for all grade levels.  
DAVID SADIWNYK
Director of Visitor & Group
Experiences
dsadiwnyk@theweitzman.org

Curricular Questions 
Our education department is
available to answer any content
or curricular questions. Please
contact us to curate a
meaningful experience for your
group.
CARLEY PAUL
Manager of Education

cpaul@theweitzman.org 

The Weitzman National Museum of American Jewish History's commitment
to accessibility is unwavering. Title I schools automatically qualify for
scholarships covering program costs, including busing, fostering inclusivity,
and ensuring equal access for all students. 
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Applicable Common Core State Standards:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1 Engage effectively in
a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade appropriate topics, texts,
and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1, SL.11-12.1 Initiate
and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners
on grade-appropriate topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8.4 Determine the
meaning of words and phrases as they are
used in a text, including figurative, connotative,
and technical meanings; analyze the impact of
specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to other texts.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.2 Determine the
central ideas or information of a primary or
secondary source; provide an accurate
summary of how key events or ideas develop
over the course of the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.2 Determine the
central ideas or information of a primary or
secondary source; provide an accurate
summary that makes clear the relationships
among the key details and ideas.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.4. Determine the
meaning of words and phrases as they are
used in a text, including vocabulary describing
political, social, or economic aspects of
history/social
science.

C O M M O N  C O R E  
S T A T E  S T A N D A R D S

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various
explanations for actions or events and
determine which explanation best accords with
textual evidence, acknowledging where the
text leaves matters uncertain.

Additional Relevant National Learning
Standards:
(Based on Mid-continent Research for
Education and Learning)

Civics. Standard 11. Level III [Grade: 6-8], Level
IV [Grade: 9-12] Understands the role of
diversity in American life and the importance of
shared values, political beliefs, and civic beliefs
in an increasingly diverse American society
United States History. Standard 29. Level IV
[Grade: 9-12] Understands the struggle for
racial and gender equality and for the
extension of civil liberties

United States History. Standard 31. Level IV
[Grade: 9-12] Understands economic, social,
and cultural developments in the contemporary
United States

Book Your Group
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Applicable Common Core State Standards
(K-3):

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1: Engage effectively
in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade appropriate topics and texts,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.3.3, RF.4.3, RF.5.3
Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding words

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.4, L.4.4, L.5.4
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown
and multiple-meaning word and phrases based
on grade-appropriate reading and content,
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.1 Ask and answer
questions to demonstrate understanding of a
text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis
for the answers

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.3 Describe characters
in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or
feelings) and explain how their actions
contribute to the sequence of events

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.5 Refer to parts of
stories, dramas, and poems when writing or
speaking about a text, using terms such as
chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each
successive part builds on earlier sections

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.7. Use information
gained from illustrations (e.g., maps,
photographs) and the words in a text to
demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g.,
where, when, why, and how key events occur)

C O M M O N  C O R E  
S T A T E  S T A N D A R D S
Applicable Common Core State Standards
(4-7):

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.1, SL.5.1, SL.6.1, SL.7.1
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade
appropriate topics and texts, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.5 Describe the overall
structure (e.g., chronology, comparison,
cause/effect, problem/solution) of events,
ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part
of a text

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.5.2 Determine two or
more main ideas of a text and explain how they
are supported by key details; summarize the
text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.5.3. Explain the
relationships or interactions between two or
more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a
historical, scientific, or technical text based on
specific information in the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.8 Recall relevant
information from experiences or gather
relevant information from print and digital
sources; summarize or paraphrase information
in notes and finished work, and provide a list of
sources.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.3. Analyze the
interactions between individuals, events, and
ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence
individuals or events, or how individuals
influence ideas or events).

Additional Relevant National Learning
Standards: (Based on Mid-continent Research
for Education and Learning)

Civics. Standard 11.Level II [Grade:3-5]
Understands the role of diversity in American
life and the importance of shared values,
political beliefs, and civic beliefs in an
increasingly diverse American society
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Applicable NJ World Class Standards,
Content Area: Social Studies (8-12)

Era: The Development of the Industrial United
States (1870-1900)

6.1.12.A.5.c: Analyze the effectiveness of
governmental policies and of actions by groups
and individuals to address discrimination
against new immigrants, Native Americans, and
African Americans.

6.1.12.D.5.d: Relate varying immigrants’
experiences to gender, race, ethnicity, or
occupation.

Era: The Emergence of Modern America (1890-
1930)

6.1.12.D.6.a: Assess the impact of technological
innovation and immigration on the development
of agriculture, industry, and urban culture
during the late 19th century in New Jersey (i.e.,
Paterson Silk Strike 1913) and the United States.

6.1.12.D.6.c: Analyze the successes and failures
of efforts to expand women’s rights, including
the work of important leaders (i.e., Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Alice Paul,
and Lucy Stone) and the eventual ratification of
the 19th Amendment.

Era: The Great Depression and World War II
(1929-1945)

6.1.12.D.9.b: Analyze the impact of the Great
Depression on the American family, migratory
groups, and ethnic and racial minorities.

6.1.12.D.11.c: Explain why women, African
Americans, Native Americans, Asian
Americans, and other minority groups often
expressed a strong sense of nationalism despite
the discrimination they experienced in the
military and workforce.

N J  W O R L D  C L A S S
S T A N D A R D S

Era: Postwar United States (1945 to early 1970s)

6.1.12.D.13.a: Determine the impetus for the Civil
Rights Movement, and explain why national
governmental actions were needed to ensure
civil rights for African Americans.

Era: Contemporary United States (1970-Today)

6.1.12.D.14.f: Determine the influence of
multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., art, food,
music, and literature), and practices in shaping
contemporary American culture.

6.1.12.D.16.a: Analyze the impact of American
culture on other world cultures from multiple
perspectives.
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Applicable College and Career Readiness
(CCR) Anchor Standards 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.1 
Prepare for and participate effectively in a
range of conversations and collaborations with
diverse partners, building on others' ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.2 
Integrate and evaluate information presented
in diverse media and formats, including visually,
quantitatively, and orally. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.3 
Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning,
and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

C O L L E G E  A N D  C A R E E R
R E A D I N E S S  S T A N D A R D S
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